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- Miss Kay Laurell in the Costume She Wore at the Artists’ Play
Night and in Which She Leaped to Fame,

Queen of New York's Bohemia
Artists and gculplors vie with each
other to roproduce her face and ficure. She

K,\ Y LAURELL is the present reigning

appears in the magazine illustrations and
in the new Salon picturezs—alzo on butch-
ors' calendars, soap ads. and so on. And
a sculptor of international reputation calls
her up at least three times a week to ask
her to marry him.

Ahout this time a vear aco Mlsz Laurell
was a stenographer. plodding away in an

unromantic office. She did not know what
gifts she had. And then, in one night, sh
digcoverad them, four hundred and fifiv of

New York's greatest artists discovered
thiempalso and simultaneously, and, 1o and
hehnld! —Mi=s Laureil was discovered!

New York is, of course, a city of oppor-
tunity, &hrd Broadway is the Lane of I'rom-
jse—emphatically one of promise, because
it usually does not get any further than
that. New York is t"~ modern Bagdad. the
city of the Arahian XNights, with a thon-
sand Caliphs Haroun wandering about dis-
guised to shower blessings on the worthy.
In all the romances of New York there is
none more interesting or piquant than that
whicn converted delectable little Miss
L.aurell from a sienographer to the pet of
the artists of New York in a night.

One would think of a Queen of Bohemia
as having been born in Paris or Vienna,
or New York itself, or San Francizco, or

Impressive Gown for a Black and White llustration,

cities of the kind. Mlss Laurell was not—
shie was horn in Erie, Pa., of honest but
ant too rich parents,

They named her Ruth.

In her carly teens Miss Ruth hegan to
visualize. “l must he a great succeess,” she
gnid, 1 must go to New York to he recog-
nized. But what have | that deserves rec-
ognition?’ 8She could not answer because
she did not know. “Never mind,” she said
1o hersell, happily; "some time I'll find
out. —

S0 she busied herself watching the tele-

rhone girls working at the switehboard.
At night she would go over the motlons
she had seoen during the day and even

rigged up a little dummy hoard to prac-
tize on. At lazt she went to the head of
tive exchange and asked for a position.

“Have you had any experience?” asked
the manager. .

“Ohe yes” =aid Miss Laurell, then just
getting out of her sixteenth vear. So they
put her on the switch, and as she seemed
to know just what to do, they left her
there,

“ANh." eaid Miss Laurell to herself that
night. "In =ix years 1 will have saved
cnough to go to New York and by that
time 1 will surely have discovered my
talent.”

But, alas! what was splendid in theory
didn't work out in practise. Miss Laurell's
spirit was all rigit, but her fingers weren't
lough enough. She had wanted to do
things too much in a hurry and hadn’t
given them time to callous. The plug
cords which she shol into place hegan to
cut them. The hands began to swell. She
weont pluckily on until one day the tele-
phone peonle had to carry her aat 10 a
hozpital. She harl gotten blood poisoning
from the little cords and she had 1o give
up the telephone.

“Can you work on the tyvpewriter?
asked one of the doctors. Miss Laurell had
never worked on one in her life, but that
didn't matier.

“Of course,” she said.

“All right; when your hand s well 'l
employ you as my stenpgrapher,’ sald he.

Miss Laurell noted the make of type-
writer he used and made a note of the
salary—a much nearer New York one than
the telenhione people had given her,

After that, every night, Miss Laurell
went secretly to a busfiness college and
learned to 1ypewrite on just that kind of
machine with her left hand. She figurad
that if she could learn with the left she'd
have no trouble in picking up the thing
with the right in aunick time. That is just
what happened. So she got that jobh.

“I'm sure it's not typewriting that I'm
to be a genius at, though,” she gizhed.
“No, it's something else. Now, what is 12"

i'he conduct of one of the docior's
friends ought to have given her the clue.
le would sit and look at her for hours.
Then he proposed marriage to her. At last
he proposed so violently that Mise Laurel)
left the office by the window. She wouldn’t
come back. But she did get aunvther posi-
tion—she had learned stenography, too,
by {hat time.

And still she was dissatisfied. I know
there is something that I can do hetter
than all thig,'” she said. “Let's see--have
I earfare to New York and 2nouch to live
on for a time?" She counted. Yes, she had,
“Perhaps,” she mused, "I can discover my-
self there.” She went to Nex York.

Almost al once she met Mr. Charles
Falls, the famous {llustrator. The llustra-
tors’ Society. of which the disinguished
Charles Dana Gibson is the president, was
about to have one of {ts charming bhut
unconventional affalrs. Mr. Falls had wrlt-
fen an exquisite little pantomime. Ha
called it "Perfectly Happy.” Its theme
and treatment were strongly Oriental.

“Alas!"” sighed Mr. Falls. “lI am not
happy.”

“Why not?” asked Miss Kay—yes, she
had dropped the Ruth en route to New
York.

“I want some one to pose as my heroine,
the Phllandering Queen, and 1 cannot get
her,” mourned Mr. FFalls.

“WHI T do?" asked Miss Kay., Mr. Falls
looked at her with an awakening eye.

“Not that way,” he sald. “Walt, I'll show
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Fou." He brought out a cos-
tume. It was a heautiful rcos-
tume, but the most solid, ia-

terial part of it was a rope of
pearls. “You see,” he explained,
“you are supposed to be an
Oriental Queen in the privacy of
vour boudoir.” |
Miss Kay gasped. “Al right.”
she said at last. “I'll play "
On the night that the illustra-
tors held their affair the great-
esl artists and sculptors in
America were there 10 see and
to enjoy. The
curtain rolled up
on Mr. Falls's lit-
tle pantomime. It
also rolled up,
somewhat hesi-
tanily, it must be
admitted, because
it was a proper,
conservalive Ber-
keley Lyeeum
curtain, tho! was
used to rolling up
only on Chautau-
qua speakersand

Yo MG cAG el
fairs—it rolled up
almost protest-
ingly on Miss
Kay.

There was R
gasp of admira-

tion from the au-
ilience, all of them
trained to know
and to appreciate

perfect lines.
"Who is she?"
“Where did =hea

come [rom?" “Has
she ever posed?”
ran through the
house.

A new star had:
blazed ont in Bo-
hemia. Miss Kay Laurell was discavered.
Before.she could get away she knew she
1ad also discovered herself, The artists
and sculptora clustered abhout her of-
fering her engagements to pose for
them.

20 she posed. And posed, and posed,
and posed. Soon the theatrical managers
were after her to pose for larger aundiences,
She was, in faet, discovered indeed.

Gibson, Harrison Fisher, Orson Lowell,
Prince Troubetskoi, Stanlaws., Hamillton
King, Gilbert, Foster—all the greal names
in America's roster of art—found inspira-
tion in her.

A vear ago she was making $15 a week

Very Unusual
Achievement
of an
American Girl Who

Leaped from the
* Drudgery of an Office Stenographer
to Queen of Bohemia in a Night )

Miss Laurell Posing as the
“Soul of France,” Singing
the ‘“Marseillaise.”

—Lto-day she is making tweniy
All of which simply goes to w that
one's light won't always be hidden under a
bushel if one is really earnest and sincorp
in desiring it to shine out 1o all
And that even il one doesn't know just

that,
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what one's zenius is, if wa try hard enough
some one is sare to ecome along who knows
caoough te tell us. And also that New
York is still the only e¢ity where the Ara.
hisn Nighis are still working strong and
woll. 5

How the Moon

By JOHN T. TIMMONS,
(The Distinguished Horticulturist.)

T Is an acknowiedged fact that the

I moon produces the tide which

sweepa the seas, and it is claimed by
scientists that the moon sends a tidal
wave round the world, through the land
as well as the sea.

17 such is true it is not difficult to be-
lieve some other things we are hearing
about the extraordinary influence of that
great lunar body, which, if dead in itself,
certalnly is imparting lre and vigor to
many forms of earthly lile.

Many truckers piant their melons and
onions in the right sign of the moon
simply because experience has taught
them that different plantings produce dif-
ferent results, and eareful study has
gshown there is a right time in the moon's
phases to plant certain crops to secure
the best results. Many of the oldtime
farmers who split rails and shingles from
the sturdy oaks which were [elled to
clear the lands for crops would not lay
a fence row or drive a rool unless it was
done at what they considered the proper
time of moon to produce the best results,

Actual tests have shown shingles
placed on a roof in the light of the moon
will eurl up and not last half as long as
those put on in the dark of the moon,
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Makes Chicken

and fence rails laid in the light of
moon will stand up out of the earth,
while thoze laid during the dark of the
moon will sink into the earth to  the
tdepth of several inches,

These and many other very interesting
Iny experiments have led the writer {o
conducet some interesting experiments in
the hatching of young chicks, and what
he has proven to he true may be of con-
slderable value to many who are inter
ested in poultry raising for pleasure and
profit,

It reqnires an averaze of tweniy-one
days for ezgs to hatech.  Onece in a while
persons have noticed that a hen will
bring out chicks in one or two davs leas
time. This has been eredited to the man-
ner in which the hen brooded amd to the
weather and numerons other causes, hut
the real fact is it is due to the inflnencs
of the moon. Eggs placed heneath a hen
during the lizht of the moon will make a
poor hateh, and a smaller percentage of
the chicks hatehed will be raised.

The proper time to set a hen is when
the moon ig new, or very close (o that
period, so that the moon will he full just
about a week hefore the time for hatch-
Ing arrives.

Experiments have shown that mora
egrs will hatch if sot at this time. It has
been claimed fertile eggs will hatch no
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they are set. Many ege:
ver the life germ is weak
Lo some condition of the

fowls ir sot at the wrong time
ir will apt to die, but if set at the
corroct time it will grow in strength, and
in i of being a hali formed chick i

» there will be a strong, vigorous

which will thrive and produce o
r ol much more v i zrowinzg
chicken than it would had it lived and
been hatehed during another period of

the moon's phases.

Chicks hatehed about a week after the
maoon is full will srow much more rapidiy

tiran others, and it is surprising how
rapid their feathers will grow and how
viarons L thrirty they will pe and how
much easier it will be to feed them, as
they seem to be horn with energy enough

to forage aml seek for much of thair food
in the form of Insects and certain forms
of ve ation.

s halehed In the dark of the moan
will not grow rapidly, and, strange as it
may seem, will not make strone, vizorous
towls. They seem to lack tho natural
stinct to search for food, and become
avy, nonproductive fowls, failing to pro-
diice ezas in anything like the quantity
laid by hens which were light-of-tha
won chicks.

3




